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1. Executive Summary
Cities around the country are fundamentally rethinking the way people move – taking a more
holistic approach that considers all modes of transportation and community benefits, beyond
just moving automobiles. With the motto of “A World Within Walking Distance,” Hyattsville
prides itself on being truly multimodal. This study reflects these national trends and local
priorities.
This Transportation Study takes a comprehensive look at the City of Hyattsville’s
transportation network and recommends several improvements. In addition to detailed
technical analysis, such as collecting traffic data and roadway inventory and modeling future
traffic intersections, this process builds on prior studies, and includes substantial public input
received throughout the project. This Study will help the City plan and build a transportation
system that works for everyone, regardless of age, mobility, or transportation mode. It will help
the City support anticipated growth and investment, improve and maintain existing
transportation infrastructure, carry out new projects, and determine priorities for the next
twenty years.
This Study seeks to carry out the vision of the Speak Up! HVL Community Sustainability Plan,
Hyattsville’s framework for the city’s future growth and evolution. It has six goals, which align
with those goals set out in the Sustainability Plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve safety along major roads
Enhance and increase safe connectivity for pedestrians
Improve traffic flow within neighborhoods
Strengthen connectivity for cyclists
Support development around the Metro stations and Gateway Arts District
Support environmentally friendly, sustainable growth

These six goals form the basis for a set of nine strategies that will guide the City as it further
invests in its transportation system. These strategies will help the City determine what projects
to fund and construct, which transportation modes to prioritize in each location or setting, and
articulate its transportation needs to the County and State, which are responsible for some of
the larger roads within City limits. Those strategies are:
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Strategy 1: Complete the City’s street grid with new street connections.
Strategy 2: Design streets for lower speeds.
Strategy 3: Prioritize people on foot in street design.
Strategy 4: Where appropriate, change traffic circulation.
Strategy 5: Prioritize the comfort of people on bikes in street design.
Strategy 6: Design intersections to improve safety for all users.
Strategy 7: Prioritize connections to and from the Metro stations and Arts District
Strategy 8: Integrate trails into the local transportation network.
Strategy 9: Review parking policy and adopt new regulations.
These strategies informed the development of 66 transportation projects the City can execute
in the coming years. Each of these projects has been ranked based on their ability to achieve
the Sustainability Plan’s goals, producing a list of 20 top priority projects for the City. More
information on the strategies, as well as the list of recommended projects, can be found in
Chapter 6, which discusses the City’s proposed transportation network.
This Study is intended to guide capital and operating investment in the City of Hyattsville’s
transportation system. Through extensive data collection and analysis, and with significant input
from the people who make this community great, the City has developed a vision for making
the City an easier and safer place to get around. It builds on the City’s rich history as a local
and regional transportation hub, while preparing it for a more socially, economically, and
environmentally sustainable future. This Study provides a framework for future investments in
the City that will help everyone who lives, works, or visits Hyattsville.
In the very near future, Hyattsville will be a place where anyone, regardless of age,
background, or ability, can travel safely, comfortably, and affordably. Its transportation
network will prioritize people-friendly streets that add energy and vitality to their
surroundings while accommodating the inevitable flow of traffic into and out of the City.
The transportation system will support its sustainability goals, prioritizing active
transportation for shorter trips and access to rapid transit for longer trips. Hyattsville’s
streets will serve as the backdrop for community events and festivals, as well as the
rhythms of everyday life: traveling to school or work, running errands at a local business,
enjoying a leisurely stroll or bike ride, spending time with friends, family, and loved ones.
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2. Introduction
Since the late 1990’s, the City of Hyattsville and surrounding parts of Prince George’s County
have grown substantially, which has brought significant transportation challenges. The City has
conducted several studies over the past several years to address these challenges, including
vehicular traffic counts, bicycle and pedestrian accessibility, as well as policy analysis. To build
on these efforts and create a holistic vision for its transportation network, in 2017 the City
secured the services of Toole Design Group (TDG) to prepare a city-wide multimodal
Transportation Study.
This Transportation Study provides a comprehensive assessment of the transportation network
of the City of Hyattsville and recommends several improvements that are anticipated to
address both the existing and future transportation challenges. This document provides a
summary of different modal assessment while the accompanying technical appendices provides
the detailed analysis, as well as public input received during the course of the project. The
recommendations of this Study will help the City build a transportation system that works for
everyone, regardless of age, mobility, or transportation mode. It will help the City support
anticipated growth and investment, improve and maintain existing transportation infrastructure,
carry out new projects, and determine priorities for the next twenty years.
To do so, the City has six goals for this Transportation Study:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identify bicycle and pedestrian needs of the City
Evaluate existing and future roadway needs
Evaluate one-way streets and circulation
Evaluate parking issues on specific areas
Prepare a wayfinding plan
Evaluate school traffic and infrastructure

Why This Study is Needed
There are three overarching trends shaping transportation issues in Hyattsville today: growth in
population, changes in transportation behaviors, and travel to or through the City. This Study
aims to address all three.
Population Growth
Hyattsville has experienced considerable growth over the past twenty-six years, with its
population increasing from 13,864 in 1990 to 18,262 in 2016, according to the Census. Much of
that growth has occurred around in two areas: around the Prince George’s Plaza Metro station,
which has become a hub for shopping, offices, and multi-family housing; and the Gateway Arts
District along Baltimore Avenue (Route 1), the City’s historic heart and now home to hundreds
of new homes, shops, and arts institutions. In addition, the Riverfront at West Hyattsville Metro
development at the West Hyattsville Metro station is anticipated to include 183 townhomes
and 400 apartments. Meanwhile, most employed residents continue to commute to jobs
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outside the City. From 2002 to 2015, the percentage of residents who both live and work in
the City decreased from 4.7% to 2.5%, according to the American Community Survey.
Travel Behavior Change
As of 2015, the largest destinations for residents commuting out of Hyattsville for work are
Washington, DC (38.7%); three communities in Maryland, College Park (4.4%), Bethesda (2.8%),
and Silver Spring (2.4%); and Arlington, VA (2.0%). The number of workers per household is
growing, increasing from an average of 1.78 workers per household in 2009 to 1.98 workers in
2016. Subsequently, the number of people traveling to and from work is increasing faster than
the growth in population. The average number of cars per household is lower in Hyattsville
than the national average, and car ownership rates appear to be declining: in 2016, 60% of
Hyattsville households have had access to one or no vehicles, compared to 55% in 2010.
Hyattsville residents’ active transportation habits have changed during the same period. More
City residents are walking to work; 5% walked in 2016, compared to 3% in 2010. Bicycling
habits remained consistent at 3.5%. At the same time, more residents are driving to work
(52.5% compared to 49%), fewer are taking transit (31% to 26.9%), and fewer are carpooling
(13.8% to 11.5%).

Mode Shift Between 2010 and 2016
This shifting travel behavior may be the result of trends happening outside of the City’s control,
such as the reliability of the Metrorail system, or the rise of ride-hailing services such as Lyft
and Uber that allow residents to use transit less. However, the increase in walking and
decrease in car ownership indicate that more residents are taking advantage of the City’s
compact, walkable neighborhoods, and the trend indicates that there are opportunities to
encourage more walking and bicycling. Based on the input received during the public meetings
held for the project, residents frequently comment that because of their condition, the streets
are not always comfortable or safe for them to use when they get around on foot or bike
today.
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Traffic Volume Changes
Several State of Maryland roads run through Hyattsville, carrying traffic originating and ending in
other jurisdictions. The volume of traffic on those roads has changed in recent years, according
to Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) counts from the Maryland State Highway
Administration. As shown in Exhibit 1, between 2010 and 2017, motor traffic volumes
decreased on Queens Chapel Road (MD 500) and Hamilton Street/38th Street (MD 208), while
it increased on East-West Highway (MD 410), Route 1 (US 1), and Route 1 Alternate (US 1
ALT),both of which are signed as Baltimore Avenue. This may be due in part to growth in the
Prince George’s Plaza and Gateway Arts District, both of which are regional destinations for
shopping, dining, and entertainment. It may also be the result of growth in surrounding areas,
which has generated increased through traffic within the City itself.
Exhibit 1: Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) Changes on Major Streets in
Hyattsville
2010
AADT

2017
AADT

% Change

East of Belcrest Road

26,660

31,101

16.66%

East of Adelphi Road

48,370

49,271

1.86%

South of East-West Highway

24,312

22,582

-7.12%

South of Ager Road

41,882

35,850

-14.40%

East of Queens Chapel Road

17,372

15,880

-8.59%

38th Street

South of Hamilton Street

7,042

6,943

-1.41%

Baltimore Avenue
(Route 1)

South of Jefferson Street

25,830

31,851

23.31%

North of Decatur Street

13,230

16,871

27.52%

Road
East-West Highway

Queens Chapel Road
Hamilton Street

Location

While this Study cannot directly address regional traffic behavior, it can provide
recommendations that City of Hyattsville would like to see implemented by Maryland State
Highway Administration (SHA) that address the impact of regional traffic on residents.
Moreover, this Study recommends transportation options for residents, workers, and visitors,
and improve traffic circulation through the City so that through traffic does not restrict local
residents’ ability to travel within their community and enjoy their public streets.

Study Approach
In 2017, the City released its Speak Up! HVL Community Sustainability Plan, which used an
extensive outreach process to produce a vision for creating a stronger economy, a greater
sense of community, and a healthier environment. This Study seeks to carry out the vision of

12/21/2018

9

Hyattsville Transportation Study
Final Report

the Community Sustainability Plan, Hyattsville’s framework for the city’s future growth and
evolution. The Study has six goals, which align with those goals set out in the Sustainability Plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve safety along major roads
Enhance and increase safe connectivity for pedestrians
Improve traffic flow within neighborhoods
Strengthen connectivity for cyclists
Support development around the Metro stations and Gateway Arts District
Support environmentally friendly, sustainable growth

These six goals form the basis for a set of strategies that will guide the City as it further
develops its transportation system. These strategies will help the City determine what projects
to fund and construct, which transportation modes to prioritize in each location or setting, and
articulate its transportation needs to the County and State, which are responsible for some
roads within City limits. In the context of this Study, these strategies were used to create a list
of 66 transportation projects that the City can execute in the coming years. A 23-point scale,
using metrics derived from the six Community Sustainability Plan goals, was created to rank
each of these projects, producing a list of 20 top priority projects for the City. The chart below
illustrates this process by which the Study Team developed the Study.

Goals

Strategies

Projects

Priority
Projects

More specifically, this Study undertook the following detailed data collection and analyses to
determine the transportation needs of the City:
•

•
•
•

Collected current traffic data, roadway inventory and conducted analysis to quantify the
multimodal assessment at key intersections and roadways (See Existing Condition Memo
in Appendix A);
Analyzed future traffic conditions at study intersections by incorporating future traffic
growth and trips generated by approved developments;
Solicited input from the public through various mechanisms, including seven public
meetings, pop-up tables at public events, and on-line WikiMap survey;
Reviewed previous planning documents that relate to transportation in the City,
including the Prince George’s Plaza Transit District Development Plan, the West
Hyattsville Transit District Development Plan, the Gateway Arts District Sector Plan,
the Hyattsville Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan, and the Speak Up! HVL Community
Sustainability Plan;
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•

Compiled transportation improvement recommendations that meet the current and
future transportation needs of Hyattsville;
• Based on the analysis performed in this Study, prepared a Sequential Action Plan to
assist City staff in implementing the recommended projects and policies.

3. The State of Transportation in Hyattsville
City History

Since its founding, transportation has shaped Hyattsville’s development patterns. During the 19th
century, the Washington and Baltimore Turnpike and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad’s
Washington Line connected the city to Washington and Baltimore, as well as communities in
between. Shortly after Hyattsville’s incorporation in 1886, it was already one of the largest
communities in Prince George’s County. In 1893, the electric streetcar connected the city to
Washington, DC, establishing it as a commuter suburb. Hyattsville also became a regionally
significant destination when its main street, Baltimore Avenue, was named part of Route 1, a
national highway corridor between Maine and Florida.
During the 20th century, Hyattsville began to take its current form. A system of regional stream
valley parks was established along the Anacostia River during the 1930s, resulting in the
creation of the Northwest Branch and Northeast Branch trails in the City. Regional bus service
came to the area in the 1950s, followed by the opening of Metro’s Green Line in 1991, which
brought two stations, West Hyattsville and Prince George’s Plaza. Today, Hyattsville is a vital
part of the Washington, DC metropolitan area, due in large part to its extensive and welltraveled transportation system.

Hyattsville Today
Located in northern Prince George’s County, Hyattsville today is an increasingly popular
destination for people seeking easy access to Washington, DC and regional job centers. It is a
very diverse community, with residents hailing from many cultures and backgrounds. There is
no majority racial or ethnic group in the City.
Hyattsville has three primary activity centers that draw visitors and shoppers from within the
City and the surrounding area. Hyattsville Crossing (formerly Prince George’s Plaza),
located at the Prince George’s Plaza Metro station, is home to a regional, car-oriented shopping
mall with many big-box retailers, as well as several office buildings, the Hyattsville branch of the
Prince George’s County library system, the Hyattsville campus of Prince George’s Community
College, and a growing residential population. West Hyattsville, also the site of a Metro
station and a significant residential development under construction, has a smaller,
neighborhood-focused shopping district along Queens Chapel Road and is adjacent to
Northwest Branch Park. The Gateway Arts District extends along Baltimore Avenue (Route
1) from Mount Rainier and the Washington, D.C. border to the historic heart of Hyattsville.
Within the City, the Gateway Arts District is home to several arts institutions and locallyowned shops and restaurants, along with Hyattsville City Hall, Prince George’s County’s
District Court, and Prince George’s County Police District 1.
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According to the United States Census, the City is the 14th-largest municipality in the State of
Maryland, and the 5th largest municipality in Prince George’s County in terms of population.
However, in terms of population and employment density, Hyattsville is the 2nd most dense
community in the County, which indicates that public investment in high-quality multimodal
transportation network in the City will likely be used extensively by residents and employees.
Exhibit 2: Comparison with Communities in Prince George’s County

Bowie
College Park
Laurel
Greenbelt
Hyattsville
New
Carrollton

14,742
28,362
12,624
3,238
8,482

Land Area
(sq. mi.)
18.43
5.64
4.3
6.28
2.67

Population
Density
3127
5663
5977
3762
6840

Employment
Density
800
5029
2936
516
3177

Metro
Stations
0
1
0
1
2

661

1.53

8318

432

0

Population

Employment

57,633
31,942
25,703
23,623
18,262
12,727

What About All the Previous Studies?
This Study builds on several previous studies that have guided the growth and development of
the City of Hyattsville and incorporates many of their goals and recommendations. The
following is a summary of selected plans. Technical Memorandum 1: Existing Conditions Report
in Appendix A provides more detail information about all the past studies reviewed as part of
this project.
2005 West Hyattsville Transit District Development Plan (TDDP)
The West Hyattsville TDDP, was the County’s first “form-based” zoning plan, drafted by the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, outlines a vision for a transitoriented community around the West Hyattsville Metro station. Located in southwest
Hyattsville, this is identified as an area of the City that will absorb much of its population
growth in the coming years. To accommodate that growth, the TDDP recommends a mix of
townhomes, apartments, and small-scale retail, a series of new or expanded parks, and a new
street grid providing new pedestrian, bicycle, and motor vehicle connections between Ager
Road and Queens Chapel Road. Many of the recommendations from the West Hyattsville
TDDP are currently being implemented, including the Ager Road Complete Street project as
well as a significant residential development north of the West Hyattsville Metro station.
2008 Pedestrian and Bicycle Study
Drafted by the citizen-led Hyattsville Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee, the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan contains recommendations for making the walking and bicycling
experience in the City safer and more convenient. It recommends the implementation of Citywide sidewalk standards, including closing gaps in existing sidewalks, requiring that sidewalks are
of a minimum width, and enforcing basic ADA requirements for all sidewalks. It designates
several corridors throughout the City where pedestrian and bicycle access should be a priority,
12/21/2018
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and identifies specific improvements, including high-visibility crosswalks, street lighting, new or
renovated curb ramps, and construction of wider sidewalks. Several of these corridors have
been incorporated into this Study’s recommendations, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Belcrest Road
Jamestown Road
Nicholson Street between Ager Road and Queens Chapel Road
Hamilton Street between Ager Road and 38th Street
Jefferson Street between 40th Avenue and Baltimore Avenue
38th Street between Hamilton Street and Northwest Branch Trail
40th Avenue and 41st Avenue between Jefferson Street and Queens Chapel Road

2010 Citywide Traffic Study and Transportation Plan
Drafted in 2010 for the City of Hyattsville, the Citywide Traffic Study and Transportation Plan
examined traffic conditions in the City, analyzing several dozen intersections. It forecast future
traffic volumes and identified potential modifications to improve motor vehicle traffic flow.
Additionally, it identifies opportunities to create new active transportation facilities in the City
and improve the walking and biking experience. This Study incorporates, with modifications
where appropriate, several of the 2010 plan recommendations, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Construction of new sidewalks and high-visibility crosswalk;
Installation of a High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal at the Northwest
Branch trail crossing of Queens Chapel Road;
Addition of bike lanes along Adelphi Road;
Installation of new traffic signals on Ager Road and on Queens Chapel Road;
Conversion of select one-way residential streets to two-way streets.

2016 Prince George’s Plaza Transit District Development Plan (TDDP)
Created by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the Prince George’s
Plaza TDDP envisions the creation of a new town center around the Prince George’s Plaza
Metro station and the Mall at Prince George’s. Like the West Hyattsville TDDP, the Plan
recommends the creation of new local streets and the extension of existing streets such as
America Boulevard to form a street grid. It suggests the implementation of bike lanes on streets
including Belcrest Road and Toledo Terrace. It also discusses the long-term redevelopment of
the mall as an urban, mixed-use district. This Plan includes many of its recommendations, such
as the reconstruction of Toledo Drive, though it proposes multi-use path instead of on-street
bike lanes along East-West Highway.
This study also incorporates recommendations and insights from the following plans:
•
•
•
•
•

2014 West Hyattsville Pedestrian Safety Study
2015 City of Hyattsville Customer Preference Survey
2004 Gateway Arts District Sector Plan
ATHA Bikeshare Study
Hyattsville Elementary School Safe Routes to School activities
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Late in 2017, Prince George’s County adopted new design standards for urbanized parts of the
County, applicable primarily to County roads within the I-495 Beltway. The Prince George’s
County Urban Street Design Standards are a useful resource when considering Complete
Streets retrofits in Hyattsville.
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4. Major Transportation Findings
As part of this Study, extensive data collection and analysis was conducted on various roadways
and intersections. Vehicular turning movement, pedestrian, and bicycle counts were collected at
39 intersections throughout the City, during the AM and PM peak hours. An inventory of
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure was collected within a quarter mile of five public schools
across the City. Roadway inventory, including quality of sidewalks, was also taken on 16 miles of
mostly city-owned and maintained roadways. Appendix A provides the detailed finding of the
assessment in Technical Memorandum I: Existing Conditions Report.
A major effort of this Study was to
solicit input from the public to ensure
that their concerns are addressed. Two
series of public meetings were held
during the project. The first set of
meetings were held at the beginning of
the project and allowed residents to
set the direction of the Study. The
major input of the first public meetings
was to focus on the safety of
pedestrians and bicyclists as they travel
Participants at the first public meeting
within the City, traffic congestion at
major roadways, and cut-through traffic
on certain local streets. In addition to a
City-wide meeting, meetings were held in each ward to focus on ward-specific issues.
The second set of public meetings were held to present the draft findings and recommendations
of the Study. These meetings allowed residents to provide comments on the draft
recommendations so that the City can address them before it is finalized. In addition to the
public meetings, City staff held public outreach efforts with various organizations and at public
events including the Summer Jam series, farmer’s market, etc.
One of the most effective public engagement tools was the online interactive map (WikiMap),
hosted on the Speak Up! HVL website, which received over 600 responses. Through the
Wikimap and its corresponding survey, respondents were asked about their top priorities for
the Study; 29% said it was to increase safety for all users regardless of travel mode; 24% said it
was to decrease traffic congestion; 21% said it was to increase walkability in the City; 12% said
it was to increase bikeability in the City; and 9% said it was to increase connectivity. These
inputs provided valuable information to the City to help determine the specific needs of the
community. The following section describes the key findings of the Study.
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WikiMap Respondents’ Priorities for this Study

Challenges for People Walking
While the City of Hyattsville has a comprehensive network of sidewalks, there are significant
gaps in pedestrian accessibility. 10% of the streets that were inventoried lack sidewalks,
including large sections of Queens Chapel Road, Ager Road, 38th Avenue, 41st Avenue, and 42nd
Avenue. Many other streets have narrow sidewalks less than four feet wide, the minimum
requirement under Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.
There is a wide variety in the presence and quality of other pedestrian facilities, such as curb
ramps, crosswalks, pedestrian signals, accessible bus stops, wayfinding, and regulatory signs. 38%
of the intersections studied (15 of 39) did not have any crosswalks, mostly on local streets such
as 41st Avenue, 42nd Avenue, and Lancer Drive. Several bus stops along major corridors did not
provide accessible landing pads or connection to existing sidewalks, making it difficult for
residents or visitors with disabilities to use the existing bus service. Similarly, uneven sidewalks
and sloping driveways present barriers for people with disabilities or parents using strollers.
Most streets without sidewalks tend to be in residential neighborhoods, which often make up
the very beginning or the very end of a pedestrian’s trip.

Challenges for People Biking
The City’s bicycle network contains over 31 miles of bicycle infrastructure, mostly consisting of
on-street facilities such as shared-lane markings, known as sharrows, and off-street trails such
as the Northeast Branch and Northwest Branch trails. Most bicycle facilities are in good
condition. The City’s narrow streets and 25-mph posted speed limit make it relatively easy for
residents and visitors to travel by bicycle. A network of sharrows and wayfinding currently
exists on Gallatin Street, Hamilton Street, Nicholson Street, and 40th Avenue. However,
existing one-way street configurations on streets such as Longfellow, Oglethorpe, Hamilton,
Gallatin, and Farragut can make trips cumbersome and circuitous, especially throughout
downtown Hyattsville.
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Respondents noted a variety of issues that make it difficult to walk or bike, including a lack of
marked crosswalks, heavy and fast traffic, wide streets that encourage motorists to speed, long
waits to cross the street at intersections, and a lack of sidewalks.
Respondents identified several streets that were difficult for walking or biking, or were barriers
to walking and biking, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

East-West Highway
Queens Chapel Road
Rhode Island Avenue (Anacostia River to Farragut Street)
42nd Avenue (Oglethorpe Street to East-West Highway)
Hamilton Street (Queens Chapel Road to 38th Street)
38th Street (Northwest Branch Trail to Hamilton Street)

Challenges for People Driving
While motor vehicle congestion does occur within the City, the major roads and intersections
in Hyattsville do allow relatively high traffic throughput, with some delays at peak travel times.
The City has several state and county roadways, such as Baltimore Avenue (Route 1), Queens
Chapel Road, Adelphi Road, and East-West Highway, that serve as regional commuting routes.
Drivers using these roads may experience significant delay at certain intersections due to rush
hour congestion. The existing operational analysis of 33 study intersections showed that during
either AM or PM peak hours, following nine intersections are currently operating with
significant delay (>80 seconds) during periods of peak congestion:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baltimore Avenue (Route 1) / East-West Highway (MD
410)
Baltimore Avenue (Route 1) / Hamilton Street (south) /
Alternate US 1
Baltimore Avenue (Alt Route 1) / Charles Armentrout
Street
Toledo Terrace / East-West Highway (MD 410)
Editors Park Drive / East-West Highway (MD 410)
Belcrest Road / East-West Highway (MD 410)
East-West Highway (MD 410) / Queens Chapel Road
(MD 500) / Adelphi Road
Ager Road / Nicholson Street
Adelphi Road / Campus Drive

It should be noted that all the intersections identified above are
either on county or state roadways. While these roadways and intersections are used
extensively by regional traffic, they also provide vital access to residents of Hyattsville and
impact their ability to travel around the City to conduct daily activities. The improvements
recommended by Hyattsville at these intersections, as well as proposed new connections, are
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important to residents of the City and should be considered as part of any future
improvements on these roadways.
Because of the delays at the major roadways, residents of Hyattsville are concerned about cutthrough traffic on local streets. The local streets that were identified as experiencing significant
cut-through traffic were:
•
•
•
•
•

Queensbury Road
Jefferson Street
Nicholson Street
42nd Avenue
Hamilton Street

This Study evaluated the operation of these streets and have recommended solutions that are
anticipated to reduce cut-through traffic, while also encouraging more bicycle and pedestrian
use.

Big Data Analysis
This Study used state-of-the-art big data collection method of using anonymized cell-phone
location services to determine the travel pattern within and outside the City. The following
section summarizes the analysis process and findings; and more details are included in Appendix
A.
Hyattsville was divided into 16 zones based on different land-uses as well as two outside zones,
one containing Maryland outside of Hyattsville, and another containing Washington, DC and
Northern Virginia. The data revealed that only about 15% of trips start and end within
Hyattsville, while approximately 52% of the trips start or end in other areas of Maryland. The
rest of the trips either start or end in DC + Northern Virginia.
The travel patterns between the 16 internal zones within Hyattsville also revealed several
important trends. It showed that the zone representing Prince George’s Plaza (south of MD
410, west of MD 500 and north of Nicholson Street) (Zone 4 the map on the following page) is
a strong destination for adjacent zones, especially from areas south of Nicholson Street (Zones
2 and 3 on the map). However, due to lack of direct roadway connections between these
zones, the vast majority of residents would have to drive on Queens Chapel Road and EastWest Highway to travel between these zones.
This travel pattern indicates a demand for a more direct connection between these two zones,
which could have the additional benefit of reducing local traffic on Queens Chapel and EastWest Highway. While a direct roadway connection may not be desirable, a high-quality bicycle
and pedestrian connection will likely provide an efficient and direct connection that could
accommodate a number of neighborhood trips while reducing traffic from surrounding major
roadways, providing much needed relief to residents in adjacent neighborhoods.
Similarly, the big data analysis showed a high number of trips between the Mall at Prince
George’s and University Town Center on the north side of East-West Highway (MD 410)
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(Zone 4 in the map below) and the Arts District on Baltimore Avenue (Route 1) (Zone 13 in
the map below). This indicates the demand for the trips between these areas is high and is
currently being undertaken by driving personal vehicles. As these areas are less than 1.5 miles
apart, providing high-quality alternate modes of transportation can reduce vehicular trips
between these areas.
The following maps are an example of the big data analysis of local travel habits. In each map,
the area in grey is where trips are originating from, and the darkest-colored zones are where
most of those trips end up. These maps illustrate that many trips in Hyattsville are between
adjacent zones; for example, most trips originating in Zone 1 (containing the West Hyattsville
Metro station) end in Zone 2 (containing nearby residential neighborhoods and the Queens
Chapel Town Center shopping area).
Exhibit 3: Example of Big Data Analysis Output showing Trips Originating in Grey
Zone and Ending in Other Colored Zones
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Parking Assessment
Vehicular parking has historically been a challenge in few areas of Hyattsville, for example, near
Gateway Arts District and residential areas south of the Prince George’s Plaza Metro station.
City of Hyattsville identified over 7 miles of roadway segments to assess parking during both
early morning and late evening hours. The morning parking counts were taken before 6:30 am
and the evening counts were taken between 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm. The morning hour was chosen
as that is when maximum residential parking occupancy occurs. Similarly, the evening hour was
chosen such that the parking demand is high due to competing parking demand between
residential parking and evening retail parking.
The data collected during both hours showed that only about 0.5 miles of block segments
experienced parking utilization of over 80%. This indicates that adequate on-street parking is
available on most of the street segments assessed.
The block segments with over 80% parking utilization are listed below. Appendix A includes
maps with parking utilization on all the streets where parking data was collected.
Morning Hour High Parking Utilization Streets
•
•
•
•

Gallatin Street, from 36th Avenue to 36th Place
Jamestown Road, from Manorwood Drive to Lancer Drive
Oglethorpe Street, from 41st Avenue to 42nd Avenue
42nd Place from Rhode Island Avenue to the alley

Evening Hour High Parking Utilization Streets
•
•
•

Jamestown Road from Manorwood Drive to Lancer Drive
Oglethorpe Street from 38th Place to 39th Avenue
Oglethorpe Street from 41st Avenue to 42nd Avenue
42nd Place from Rhode Island Avenue to the alley

Findings
Three of these street segments, Gallatin Street from 36th Avenue to 36th Place; Jamestown
Road from Manorwood Drive to Lancer Drive; and Oglethorpe Street from 38th Place to 39th
Avenue, are characterized by detached or semi-detached homes with frequent curb cuts. In
some cases there is limited off-street parking, or the off-street parking may not be convenient
for some housing types (e.g. a single driveway for a duplex structure).
Oglethorpe Street from 41st Avenue to 42nd Avenue is close to two apartment complexes and
Hyattsville Middle School, suggesting that the high rate of parking usage may be driven by
residents of those two complexes or school faculty and staff. Another contributing factor is that
on-street parking is restricted east of 42nd Avenue (adjacent to the middle school) and on 42nd
Avenue south of Oglethorpe which pushes parking demand further west.
42nd Place is adjacent to an evolving commercial district on Rhode Island Avenue, and may be
experiencing spillover from the businesses, churches and multifamily buildings along the street.
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While many of these have their own parking lots, the availability of free on-street parking likely
contributes to the higher occupancy rate. Furthermore, the nature of these businesses is
changing with retail establishments where customers stay for one or more hours at a time
replacing other types of businesses that may have had relatively few visiting customers.

Wayfinding and Signage
Wayfinding signs are important for
providing direction to motorists and
non-driving travelers. Effective signage
can reduce congestion by directing
drivers to parking and other
destinations, as people are guided to
the most direct routes. In addition,
good signage is an important aspect of
enhancing the “sense of place” to
residents and visitors alike. Good
signage accentuates the character of
Existing Wayfinding Signs
the City and conveys the sense of
community. This Study evaluated the
design and condition of existing wayfinding signs for both motorized and non-motorized mode
of transportation. It also recommends new wayfinding sign design that builds on the streetcar
history of Hyattsville and provides a consistent design for different types of signs.
Existing wayfinding signs are generally in good condition and are concentrated along existing
bicycle and pedestrian routes. However, there is a variety of wayfinding sign designs in the City,
including bike route signs, Anacostia Trails Heritage Area signs, and vehicle-oriented signs.
Many of these signs do not comply with Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
size, color, or font standards, nor do they have a consistent design showcasing the City’s unique
character and branding. This Study worked with City staff to select a branded wayfinding sign
design that respects Hyattsville history and provides a consistent design for all the signs. More
information on wayfinding can be found in Chapter 5 and Appendix C.

School Access
This Study examined access and circulation related to five elementary and middle schools in the
City: Saint Jerome’s Academy, Hyattsville Elementary School, Hyattsville Middle School, Edward
Felegy Elementary School, and Nicholas Orem Middle School. Common issues affecting access
to each school included missing or deficient curb ramps; sidewalks that are obstructed or
below minimum widths, cars parked too close to intersections, relatively high vehicle speeds
along major walking or biking routes, missing “School Zone” speed restriction signage, and
crosswalks below minimum width standards. Additional detailed assessment of each of the
school is provided in the Technical Memorandum I: Existing Conditions Report in Appendix A.
Exhibit 4 shows the example of the school assessment for Saint Jerome’s Academy.
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Exhibit 4: School Area Deficiencies for Saint Jerome’s Academy
(See Appendix A for other school assessments)

5. Future Transportation Needs
As the City continues to grow and evolve, so will its transportation system in both scope and in
variety. The following sections describe some of the key challenges as well as the principles
which form the foundation for the recommendations of this Study.

Critical Street Connections
Hyattsville’s streets are one of the city’s most significant public assets. A dense network of
streets is key to providing efficient traffic circulation, regardless of the mode of transportation.
Impinging the circulation on any one or series of streets may result in trips diverted to other
streets. Hence, one of the most effective ways to address future growth in population,
employment and resulting traffic is to ensure that the Hyattsville has a policy to develop a
connected street network. This allows the city to distribute the traffic more equitably and
improve the quality of life of the residents.

12/21/2018

22

Hyattsville Transportation Study
Final Report

Sparse street network (left image) concentrates traffic on small number of street, while dense
connected street network (right image) distributes the traffic evenly and improves resiliency.
While the City has an extensive street network, there remain missing links in the grid;
particularly between East-West Highway and neighborhoods to the south, and along the
Queens Chapel/Adelphi Road corridors. Likewise, the one-way streets on local corridors such
as Longfellow Street create broken connections within the street network. These missing links
force residents to take long, circuitous routes for short, local trips, which may encourage them
to drive instead of walking or bicycling due to the additional distance. As a result, local traffic
contributes to more congestion on the main roads, which already must carry through and
regional traffic. Filling in some of these missing connections and turning select one-way streets
into two-way streets will improve access and mobility throughout the City. This will reduce the
burden on local streets while also giving people a more safe and comfortable option to travel
without an automobile.

Future Vehicular Needs
The overall population and employment growth of Prince George’s County and the
Washington DC metro area, in addition to the anticipated growth in Hyattsville, will affect
travel behaviors and traffic volumes on the streets within the City. This growth will require
Hyattsville to be smart and deliberate about the investments that it makes to improve the
transportation system for current and future residents and businesses and makes the best use
of public resources.
This Study makes several improvement recommendations at major intersections as they are
critical bottlenecks in the transportation network within the City limits. However, it should be
noted that a vast majority of these intersections are on County and State roadways. As such,
the City does not have the authority to implement the recommended improvements and can
only request changes by the responsible agency. Nonetheless, safe operations of these
intersections are critically important to the residents of Hyattsville as they provide vital access
to local and regional destinations. It is anticipated that Prince George’s County DPWT and
Maryland SHA will take the recommended improvements into consideration in any future
project for roadways.
This Study recognizes that simply adding vehicular capacity at existing
roadways and intersections is not a sustainable mitigation measure as
any added capacity will likely be filled by induced traffic demand
created by the addition of the capacity. Furthermore, it is well
understood that adding vehicular capacity by adding lanes will reduce
safety for pedestrians and bicyclists while eliminating the sense-ofplace of the area. Lastly, increasing capacity for motor vehicles often
requires acquisition of additional right of way (which may in turn
require demolishing existing structures). As such, physical
12/21/2018
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improvements were identified that would a) improve vehicular safety and capacity at critical
intersections without having a major negative impact on bicycle and pedestrian environment, b)
improve bicycle and pedestrian environment without adding significant vehicular delay; and c)
limit the need to widen roads and/or intersections. These improvements recommendations are
listed in the following chapter.
Analysis for this Study used the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG)
regional travel demand model data as well as site-generated trips from approved developments
in Hyattsville to forecast 2032 future traffic volume at several intersections in the City. Study
intersections were analyzed for the AM and PM peak hours. Intersections where the forecasted
traffic growth resulted in extreme delay in the future, i.e. more than 200 seconds of average
delay, were identified for future long-term improvements. This approach is taken for two main
reasons; 1) The advent of transformational transportation technology will likely continue to
have dramatic impact on travel behavior in the future. Thus, future traffic volume forecast is
unpredictable. 2) Adding vehicular capacity to accommodate estimated future traffic growth will
have substantial negative impact on the near-term pedestrian and bicycle environment, as well
as the built environment and sense-of-place around the intersection.
The recommended projects in this Study include both short-term and long-term improvements
at critical intersections, as described above. Appendix B provides the future intersection
operational results.

Traffic Calming
Residents of Hyattsville are concerned about volume and speed of traffic on neighborhood
streets. With anticipated future traffic growth, especially on major roadways within the City,
these issues are likely to get worse in the future. One of the key tools to address this future
vehicular need is to implement a robust traffic calming policy and program. The City’s current
municipal code (Chapter 114 Article II, Traffic Regulations) defines traffic calming devices,
procedure to request, public hearings, removal and maintenance of the devices. While the code
provides many critical elements of the program, it lacks, 1) the engineering guidance on which
type of device is appropriate for what type of issue, 2) definition of what constitutes a
“speeding problem,” and 3) definition of “sufficient volume of non-residential traffic.” Absence
of these critical elements in the municipal code and the City’s procedure could potentially
contribute to inconsistent implementation of the traffic calming program.
One strategy used by many communities to address the speed and volume issues on a roadway,
while still accommodating local trips is to identify them as bicycle boulevards (also called
neighborhood slow streets). These types of streets prioritize bicycle and pedestrian modes
while still accommodating local traffic, thus decreases the propensity of it being used for cutthrough traffic. See the section on bicycle facility types for more detail.

Future Bicycle and Pedestrian Needs
With increased development around the Metro stations and in the Gateway Arts District, it is
expected that pedestrian and bicycle traffic will increase in the coming years, especially due to
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the proximity of these local destinations. More people may work, shop, go to school, or
participate in leisure activities close to home, or make greater use of the City’s public
transportation assets. To reduce reliance on single-occupancy vehicle for travel, especially for
short trip lengths around town, Hyattsville should invest in infrastructure that supports other
modes of travel. Cities around the country are finding that developing high-quality bicycle and
pedestrian facilities is having a positive impact on economic activity and investment,
transportation affordability, public health and general well-being of residents.

Bicycle Facility Types
The current state-of-the-practice in bicycle facility design is based on identifying vulnerable
users, such as families bicycling together or children, as the design users of the facility. This
means designing facilities that are safe for everyone so that families feel comfortable enough to
use it. This has resulted in bicycle facility type guidance that is based on the roadway contextspecifically vehicular speed and volume. Generally, bicycle facilities adjacent to high speed and
volume roadways should have increased physical separation. This Study recommends bicycle
facilities that are in line with this principle.
Below is a chart from the forthcoming AASHTO (American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials) Guide for the Design of Bicycle Facilities, which provides general
guidelines for designing bicycle facilities based on the roadway’s speed and traffic volume. On
slower streets with little traffic, it recommends that bicyclists share space with drivers, but on
streets with higher speeds or greater traffic, it recommends striped bike lanes with buffers, or
separated bike lanes or paths that are fully separated from motor vehicles. The following is a
description of different types of bicycle facilities that may be appropriate for streets within the
City.
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Exhibit 5: Bicycle Facility Selection Chart

Multiuse Paths
Multiuse paths are dedicated facilities for bicyclists and
pedestrians that are typically located adjacent to highspeed roads with very few roadway or driveway crossings.
They are accommodated within the rights-of-way of the
roadways. They are preferred by less experienced
bicyclists because of their separation from traffic. More
experienced bicyclists may avoid them if pedestrians and
slower bicyclists are present. Snow removal and sweeping
of these paths may require specialized equipment.
Additionally, tree roots growing under the pavement may
require periodic maintenance to preserve a comfortably
smooth pathway surface. Multiuse paths are also referred
to as Shared Use Paths.
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Separated Bike Lanes
Separated Bicycle Lanes (SBLs) are on-street
bicycle lanes that are physically separated from
motor vehicle traffic. SBLs can be designed for
one-way or two-way bicycle traffic. Additionally,
they can be level with the travel lane, raised but
still lower than the sidewalk, or level with the
sidewalk. This bikeway type combines the user
experience of a multiuse path with the on-street
infrastructure of bike lanes. Separation from traffic
can be achieved with physical elements such as a lane of parallel parking, planters, curbing, or
flexible posts. SBLs require added design considerations at driveways, transit stops, and
intersections (especially for two-way Separated Bike Lanes) to manage conflicts with turning
vehicles and crossing pedestrians. They may require bicycle-specific signals, signal phasing or
protected intersection designs that slow turning vehicle speeds. Colored pavement or other
visual treatments may be used to enhance visibility and raise awareness of the SBL, especially at
conflict areas like driveways and intersections. Stormwater treatment is one of the
considerations when installing protection such as curbs. This may be mitigated by installing precast concrete blocks with drainage sleeves that allow storm water to access existing gutter and
storm drain systems. Specialized street sweepers may be required to maintain narrow facilities.
Conventional Bike Lanes
This bikeway type uses signage and
striping to allocate dedicated roadway
space to bicyclists. It encourages
predictable movements by bicyclists
and motorists. Care must be taken to
properly design bike lanes to meet or
exceed minimum standards,
particularly for width, and to properly
restrict cars from parking in them.
Substandard bike lanes may not attract riders and may not be comfortable for casual or less
confident bicyclists. It is also important that bike lane treatments be carried through
intersections to provide continuity and guidance for bicyclists where the potential for conflicts
is highest. Where bike lanes must end due to space constrictions or must transition to another
facility type, advance warning and/or wayfinding signage for an alternative route should be
provided to instruct bicyclists how to proceed. Bike lanes generally need to be swept
periodically to keep debris from accumulating in them, especially if they are located adjacent to
a curb.
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Bicycle Boulevard
Bicycle boulevards (also
referred to as neighborhood
greenways or neighborhood
slow streets) are low-speed,
low-volume shared roadways
that create a high comfort
walking and bicycling
environment, while still allowing
local vehicle traffic. Traffic
calming or diversion treatments are often used to promote speed and volume reduction.
Shared lane markings and wayfinding signs are often used to help bicyclists navigate the route
and raise awareness that bicyclists are present. Bicycle boulevards also feature enhanced
treatments at arterial/collector street intersections to provide safe and convenient crossings.
Maintenance requirements are generally low because cars share the same space, although traffic
calming elements would add maintenance needs if they are installed. Generally, roadways with
an average of fewer than 3,000 vehicles per day and 25 mph speed are ideal for bicycle
boulevards. If the current operating volume and speeds are higher, then traffic calming devices
such as, speed humps, traffic diverters, chicanes, etc., can be installed to ensure that the
operational characteristics of the roadway encourages families to ride bicycle together.
Pedestrian Crossing Guidance
One of the main hurdles for pedestrian travel is safety at major roadway crossings. This issue
was raised during public meetings and WikiMap surveys. While reducing the crossing distance
by eliminating travel lanes, etc., is an ideal solution, in most instances, it is cost prohibitive.
Furthermore, installing a full traffic signal with pedestrian signal heads must meet strict signal
warrants established in the MUTCD (Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices), the federal
government’s standards for the design and placement of traffic signs and signals. As a result, it
may not be possible to install a traffic signal at every location where pedestrians are crossing.
In order to assist pedestrian crossings at uncontrolled locations, the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) published the Guide for Improving Pedestrian Safety at Uncontrolled
Crossing Locations in 2017, which includes the guidance for pedestrian crash countermeasures
based on roadway configurations, speed limits, and average daily traffic volumes, as shown in
Exhibit 7. Hyattsville should use this guideline to install safe pedestrian crossings at unsafe
locations with high pedestrian crossing demand.
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Exhibit 7: Uncontrolled Crossing Counter Measures
(Source: FHWA Guide for Improving Pedestrian Safety at Uncontrolled Crossing Locations)

Future Transit Needs
Hyattsville is served relatively well by regional transit service, including two Metro stations,
Metrobus, The Bus, and UMD shuttle. However, the big data analysis as well as public input
revealed that there is significant demand for travel between Hyattsville Crossing, the Gateway
Arts District, and West Hyattsville. However, the current transit services do not provide direct
and efficient route connecting these destinations. As such, this Study identified the need to
conduct an operational and financial feasibility study to provide high-frequency shuttle service
between these destinations.

Wayfinding Sign Design and Placement
As part of this Study, the project team worked closely with City staff to develop a set of new
designs for all wayfinding signs in the City. The recommended design takes inspiration from
significance of streetcars Hyattsville’s transportation history and provides unique branding for
the City and that enhances the sense-of-place in the community. The figure below provides the
proposed design for various types of wayfinding signs. Each of the sign type is designed to
provide specific information to bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists. However, they all have the
same design elements to provide consistent branding and improve aesthetics.
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The project team also developed installation details and as well as identified bicycle routes, sign
texts and placement to assist City in installation of these signs. These details are provided in
Appendix C of this Study.
Exhibit 8: Proposed Wayfinding Sign Design

Bicycle Wayfinding Signs

Vehicular Wayfinding
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6. Proposed Transportation Network
Goals and Vision
This Study includes goals, policies, and strategies that can be used to shape public and private
transportation initiatives for the next decade. Throughout the planning process, community
stakeholders expressed a desire for a safer walking and bicycling experience, improved access
to shops, schools, leisure activities, improved transit, and better traffic flow. The following
statement describes what the City of Hyattsville will look like after the implementation of the
goals expressed in this Study.
In the near future, Hyattsville will be a place where anyone, regardless of age, background, or
ability, can travel safely, comfortably, and affordably. Its transportation network will prioritize
people-friendly streets that add energy and vitality to their surroundings, while accommodating
the inevitable flow of traffic into and out of the City. The transportation system will support
Hyattsville’s sustainability goals by prioritizing active transportation for shorter trips and access
to rapid transit for longer trips. Hyattsville’s streets will serve as the backdrop for community
events and festivals, as well as the rhythms of everyday life: traveling to school or work, running
errands at a local business, enjoying a leisurely stroll or bike ride, spending time with friends,
family, and loved ones.

Strategy Recommendations
In order to implement the above goals and vision, several strategies are recommended. The
projects identified for each strategy highlight specific projects that support and advance the
strategy. These projects, and several others are listed in the Project Recommendation section.
Strategy 1: Complete the City’s street grid with new street connections.

•

It should be noted that in each case, new streets are proposed to preserve right-of-way
if or when redevelopment occurs at that location. The City has no intention of seizing
private property to construct these roads. New streets are intended to create access to
new development, serve new residents and businesses, and improve local traffic for
current residents by completing the street grid. They are not intended to encourage
cut-through traffic on existing streets. All new streets should be designed to discourage
cut-through traffic by incorporating traffic calming devices or other measures to reduce
cut through traffic.

•

Project: Improve the McClanahan Park connection between Jamestown Road and
the Prince George’s Plaza Metro station. Today, area residents rely on informal foot

•

paths connecting dead-end neighborhood streets south of the station to the Prince
George’s Plaza Metro station and shopping areas along East-West Highway. Improved
sidewalk connections and a small, neighborhood-scaled plaza at McClanahan Parkwould
make it safer, easier and more inviting to walk to the station, while providing much
needed community open space.
Project: Public plaza connection between 33rd Avenue and Editors Park Drive. The
big data analysis showed high number of trips between the commercial developments
along East-West Highway and neighborhood to the south of Nicholson Street.
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•

Currently, most trips between these areas are made by car. However, these trips can
easily be made by foot or bicycle if safe and inviting infrastructure is present.
Neighborhoods immediately south of the Metro Green Line tracks currently rely on a
handful of foot paths connecting dead-end streets south of the tracks to the Prince
George’s Plaza Metro station, the Mall at Prince George’s, and Nicholas Orem Middle
School. One of those streets is 33rd Avenue, which currently has a path connecting it to
the dead-end Editors Park Drive and Orem Middle School. Turning this path into a plaza
would create a new public open space, encourage more walking and biking to the mall
area, in turn increasing safety with more pedestrian activity and eyes on the street.
Project: Connect missing links in the neighborhood street network. Dead-end
streets can impede connections for people on foot or bicycle, funnel more traffic onto
the streets that do provide through-connections, and reduce accessibility for emergency
vehicles. Connecting these broken links could improve access throughout the City and
make it easier for people to take short trips by any mode without traveling on already
burdened major roads. It is recommended the City undertake a feasibility study of
connecting the following dead-end streets:
o Oliver Street between 42nd Place and 43rd Avenue
o Queens Chapel Road and Manorwood Drive intersection
Furthermore, as large land parcels redevelop in the future, e.g. the Mall at Prince
George’s or expansion of the University Town Center, the City should consider
establishing an urban street grid network to improve multimodal circulation as well as
enhance the livability of the area.

Strategy 2: Design streets for lower speeds.
• Project: Rebuild Hamilton Street as a Complete Street between Jamestown Road
and 40th Avenue. Hamilton Street is a state highway and a major connection between

the West Hyattsville Metro station, the Queens Chapel Town Center, and Magruder
Park. However, it has long stretches without sidewalks, no bicycle accommodations, and
has an overly wide design that encourages speeding and unsafe driving behavior. To
reduce speeding and make this the east-west main street for Hyattsville that is safe and
comfortable for all users, Hamilton Street should be redesigned as a Complete Street,
with bike lanes, ample and continuous sidewalks, additional pedestrian crossings and
narrower motor vehicle lanes and potentially other traffic calming measures. This will
require coordination with SHA and potential opportunity for the City taking over
control and ownership of the street from the SHA after the reconstruction. The design
should consider the new police station on Hamilton and emergency responders ability
to navigate the street.
•

Project: Rebuild Toledo Road as a Complete Street between Toledo Place and
Adelphi Road. Toledo Road is a local street within the Prince George’s Plaza Transit

District but currently lacks continuous sidewalks or bicycle accommodations for its
entire length. Working in conjunction with the owners of the Mall at Prince George’s
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and University Town Center, rebuild this street as a Complete Street with sidewalks,
bike lanes, and a two-lane street section.
Strategy 3: Prioritize people on foot in street design.
• Project: Complete missing links in the sidewalk network. Sidewalks are a crucial part

•

•

•

of making it easy, comfortable, and safe to walk in the City, particularly around major
destinations such as the Metro stations and Arts District. While the City has an
extensive sidewalk network, there remain several blocks in those areas currently lack
complete or accessible sidewalks on one or both sides of the street. New sidewalks are
recommended in the following locations:
o Along 38th Avenue between from Hamilton Street to Northwest Branch Trail
o Along 41st Avenue between Nicholson Street and Oglethorpe Street
o Along the south side of Maryhurst Drive between Madison Street and Madison
Place
o Along the Oliver Street right-of-way between 42nd Avenue and 42nd Place
Project: Complete off-street links in the sidewalk and trail network. In areas with
dead-end or discontinuous streets, there are opportunities for off-street trail
connections that can leverage the existing sidewalk network to dramatically improve
access for people traveling on foot. Multi-use paths are recommended in the following
locations:
o Between Northwestern High School and Toledo Terrace or Belcrest Road
o Between Nicholas Orem Middle School and 34th Avenue (upgrade existing path
to accessible standards)
o Between Nicholas Orem Middle School and the intersection of 35th Avenue and
Oliver Street
o Between First Baptist Church and the intersection of 42nd Place and Macaroy
Alley
Project: Create safer pedestrian crossings citywide. Many intersections in high-traffic
areas, such as near transit stops, schools, or shopping areas currently lack high-visibility
crosswalks that indicate to drivers where to stop and tell people crossing on foot,
especially those with disabilities, where they can do so safely. Other intersections have
wide turning radii that encourage drivers to speed, giving them less time to react to the
presence of people crossing the street. It is recommended the City create pedestrianfriendly intersections through the provision of high-visibility crosswalks and curb
extensions, where appropriate, throughout Hyattsville. Taking advantage of
reconstruction and development opportunities to strategically improve intersections is
encouraged. Every pedestrian crossing that is made safer and more comfortable will
enhance and the pedestrian network and increase the walkability of the City.
Project: Update and implement traffic calming program. City’s current traffic
calming policy and program lays a strong foundation to build an effective program. The
policy should be updated to define important parameters that are critical for its
successful implementation, like excessive speed and non-residential traffic. In addition,

12/21/2018

33

Hyattsville Transportation Study
Final Report

the program should be updated to include guidance on effectiveness and implementation
of traffic control devices. Traffic calming should be implemented on following streets:
o 3900 block of Jefferson Street
o Queensbury Road
•

Project: Install crosswalk on the northern leg of the intersection of Baltimore
Avenue and Jefferson Street. The intersection of Baltimore Avenue and Jefferson Street in
front of the Arts District Hyattsville shopping center is one of the most frequented intersections
by pedestrians. Currently, east/west crossing is only feasible on the southern leg of the
intersection. The City should advocate for SHA to install a crosswalk at the northern leg of the
intersection to further improve pedestrian connectivity.

Strategy 4: Reduce the number of one-way streets.
• Project: Convert one-way to two-way streets or change circulation. One-way streets

are common on Hyattsville’s narrower streets, particularly around the Arts District and
in Hyattsville Hills. However, some one-way streets can increase traffic congestion by
forcing drivers to take long, circuitous routes, impede travel by not providing a route
for a return trip, and even encourage speeding on streets with excess width. Additional
discussion about one-way streets and how they relate to the City’s street network can
be found in Chapter 5. As with all traffic circulation changes, care should be given to
minimize and accommodate parking impacts. The City should change traffic circulation
on the following streets:
o Hamilton Street – convert to two-way from Route 1 to 43rd Ave
o Hamilton Street – convert to two-way from 40th Avenue to 42nd Avenue
o Farragut Street – convert to two-way from 42nd Avenue to access to the Prince
George’s County Services Complex.
o Jefferson Street – convert to two-way or reverse one-way from 35th Avenue to
Queens Chapel Road
o Oglethorpe Street – convert to two-way from 42nd Place to 44th Avenue
o Jamestown Road – convert to two-way from 31st Avenue to Lancer Drive
Strategy 5: Prioritize the comfort of people on bikes in street design.
• Project: Create bike boulevards on lower-speed streets that could provide key
bicycling connections but are too narrow for bike lanes. Nearly all of the City is

within a comfortable bicycling distance of major destinations, such as the Metro stations,
the Prince George’s Plaza transit district, or the Gateway Arts District. Most
neighborhood streets lack bicycle accommodations but are too narrow to
accommodate dedicated bike lanes or would require parking removal for their
installation. Many of these streets are ideal for a bike boulevard, which uses signs,
pavement markings and traffic calming to create a low-speed street that is comfortable
for bicycling. Bike boulevards can also help address speeding and discourage cut-through
traffic through traffic calming. It is recommended that the City convert the following
streets to bike boulevards:
o Jamestown Road between Ager Road and Oliver Street
o Jefferson Street between 40th Avenue and Baltimore Avenue
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o
o
o
o
•

•

•

•

•

Nicholson Street between Ager Road and Queens Chapel Road
Oglethorpe Street between Queens Chapel Road and Baltimore Avenue
40th Avenue between Hamilton Street and 41st Avenue
41st Avenue between 40th Avenue and Queens Chapel Road

Project: Provide separated bike lanes on Belcrest Road and Toledo Terrace.

Belcrest Road and Toledo Terrace are important local connections within the Prince
George’s Plaza Transit District and are home to thousands of residents in recentlyconstructed multi-family buildings. However, both streets currently lack safe bicycle
accommodations. Separated bike lanes on both streets would be a key part of the City’s
bicycle network. Note: a portion of Toledo Terrace lies outside of the boundaries of
the City of Hyattsville, however, the City should advocate for this work to be
completed as the only access to Toledo Terrace is by using roads within the City.
Project: Provide separated bike lanes (or multi-use path) on Adelphi Road. Adelphi
Road is a key north-south connection between the Prince George’s Plaza area and
communities adjacent to the City, including the University of Maryland and the Town of
University Park. Providing separated bike lanes on this corridor would create an
alternative to driving into the City for short trips, reducing traffic volumes and parking
needs in the transit district. It is recommended separated bike lanes (or multi-use path)
are installed on Adelphi Road from Queens Chapel Road to City limits. As this road is
owned by SHA, coordination with the State Highway Administration and a feasibility
study would be required to explore potential street sections and configurations.
Project: Install multi-use path on East-West Highway. East-West Highway is a key
east-west connection through the City (owned by SHA), but is largely inaccessible to
people traveling by bike. There are currently no bicycle facilities on or parallel to this
street, which is the primary connection across the Northwest Branch of the Anacostia
River to points west. Due to the high traffic volume and speed on the roadway, even
protected bicycle lane is not anticipated to feel safe for many users. Hence, a highquality, separated multi-use path is recommended along the roadway. A multi-use path
on the north side of East-West Highway would improve access to the Mall at Prince
George’s, University Town Center, and the Prince George’s Plaza Metro station. It is
recommended the City work with SHA to provide a multi-use path on the north side of
East-West Highway from 23rd Avenue to Adelphi Road.
Project: Install multi-use path connecting Calverton Drive and Dean Drive.

Currently Calverton Drive and Dean Drive are dead-end streets that limit accessibility
into the University Hills neighborhood. To be consistent with the Prince George’s Plaza
Transit District Development Plan, a multi-use path should be installed to connect these
two streets and thereby improve connectivity and access between the University Hills
neighborhood and amentiies in the Prince George’s Plaza area, such as the Metro
Station and the Mall at Prince George’s.
Project: New multi-use path between Toledo Terrace and Heurich Park Road. A
lack of street connections between East-West Highway, Ager Road, and Queens Chapel
Road forces residents on long, circuitous paths to make local trips, encouraging people
to drive and generating additional traffic congestion. A new multi-use path from the end
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of Toledo Terrace to Heurich Park Road (or 31st Avenue) will encourage local residents
to use bicycle and or walk the between the two areas. This connection would require a
feasibility study and public engagement process before the alignment and design can be
finalized.
Strategy 6: Design intersections to improve safety for all.
• Project: Redesign the intersection of Baltimore Avenue (Route 1, Route 1
Alternate), and Hamilton Street. This intersection forms the southern gateway to the

Gateway Arts District, as well as a key connection over the MARC tracks. However, it
experiences significant backups on Route 1 Alternate and Hamilton Street, and is very
difficult for people to cross on foot. Converting Hamilton from and one-way eastbound
to a one-way westbound street and adding a new southbound left-turn lane can reduce
backups, while also improving circulation for Hyattsville Elementary School and St.
Jerome Academy. Tightening the geometry of the intersection can improve the
pedestrian connection. Redesigning this intersection can be an opportunity to create a
more welcoming entrance to Hyattsville’s section of Route 1.
•

Project: Reconfigure intersections on East-West Highway to reduce delay for all
users and improve the crossing experience for pedestrians and bicyclists. While

East-West Highway serves regional traffic, it is also the spine of the Prince George’s
Plaza Transit District and, as a result, must accommodate the needs of nearby residents,
including those taking short trips. Long traffic signal cycles not only cause backups on
side streets but create unacceptable delays for people walking or bicycling. The lane
configuration and signal timing for these six intersections should be updated to improve
its operation (see Project Recommendation section for specific recommendations):
o East-West Highway and Toledo Terrace
o East-West Highway and Editors Park Drive
o East-West Highway and Belcrest Road
o East-West Highway, Queens Chapel Road, and Adelphi Road
o East-West Highway and Baltimore Avenue (Route 1)
•

Project: Install single-lane modern roundabout at the 40th Avenue, Gallatin Street
& Hamilton Street intersection. The intersection is one of the key entrances to

Magruder Park and the historic residential areas of Hyattsville. Furthermore, the five
approaches of the intersection make it an ideal candidate for a roundabout.
• Project: Reconfigure intersections to improve safety. In order to improve safety at
intersections, the lane configuration can be modified to reduce turning vehicle speed and
pedestrian crossing distances, while ensuring that vehicular operation is not
deteriorated considerably. This can be achieved by eliminating turn lanes where it is not
necessary, updating traffic signal phasing and timings, etc. Lane configuration changes are
recommended at the following intersections (see Project Recommendation section for
specific recommendation):
o Route 1 and Farragut Street
o Ager Road and Hamilton Street
o Queens Chapel Road, Queensbury Road, and Belcrest Road
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•

•

•

Project: New traffic signals at critical intersections such as Baltimore Avenue
(Route 1 Alternate) and Charles Armentrout Drive. Charles Armentrout Drive is an

important local connection between Rhode Island Avenue and industrial activities on
Baltimore Avenue (Route 1 Alternate). Currently, the intersection of Armentrout Drive
and Baltimore Avenue is uncontrolled and has dangerously poor sight distance, which
creates significant backups, particularly for traffic turning left (north) from Armentrout
Drive to Baltimore Avenue. A traffic signal would improve traffic flow and safety while
creating a safe grade-level crossing for people on foot or bicycle. Baltimore Avenue is a
state route, so this project would require coordination with SHA.
Project: New traffic signals on Ager Road at Lancer Drive and Nicholson Street. The
Ager Road road diet (reducing pavement width) currently being built by Prince George’s
County DPWT is intended to calm speeding on Ager Road and make it safer to cross
between the West Hyattsville Metro station, the Queens Chapel Town Center, and
surrounding residential areas. New traffic signals at Lancer Drive and Nicholson Street
will create safer crossings for people on foot or bike, while improving circulation within
the neighborhoods. A Lancer Drive signal will also create access to the new residential
development currently under construction west of the Metro station. As Ager Road is a
County route, this would require coordination with Prince George’s County DPWT.
Project: Study the feasibility of a new traffic signal at East-West Highway and
America Boulevard as part of future development of the area. As University Town

Center builds out, the need for additional access from East-West Highway will increase,
particularly for people on foot or bicycle. A signalized intersection with future
redevelopment that require full access (instead of existing right-in/right-out access),
would allow people additional access to this development and improve connections to
the Prince George’s Plaza Metro station. As East-West Highway is a state route,
coordination with SHA and a feasibility study should analyze the potential effects of a
new traffic signal on adjacent intersections.
•

Project: New traffic signals on Queens Chapel Road at Lancer Drive and Nicholson
Street. Queens Chapel Road is currently home to the longest stretch in the City

without a signalized intersection, measuring 1.5 miles. People on foot or bike must
travel far out of their way to cross at a signal or risk their safety crossing against the
light. Two new traffic signals at Lancer Drive and Nicholson Street will create safer
crossings, calm traffic by reducing the ability to gain speed between lights and improve
circulation between residential areas in the City. (A signal at the intersection of Queens
Chapel Road and Nicholson Street is currently under design by SHA.)
Strategy 7: Prioritize connections to and from the Metro stations and Arts District
• Project: Working with private property owners, develop a new street network
around the Prince George’s Plaza Transit District. Today, the areas around the

Prince George’s Plaza Metro station are largely characterized by large, privately-owned
developments with long blocks, and limited pedestrian or bicycle connections. The
University Town Center and Editors Park developments both include a network of local
streets designed to provide more internal connectivity. Long-term plans to expand
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University Town Center and redevelop the Mall at Prince George’s should include
additional street connections to the grid, including the following links:
o Editors Park Drive between East-West Highway and Toledo Terrace
o Freedom Way between Toledo Terrace and Belcrest Road
o America Boulevard between East-West Highway and Queens Chapel Road
o America Boulevard between Toledo Road and Belcrest Road
•

Project: Work with private property owners to develop a new street network
around the West Hyattsville Metro station. A new residential development is

currently under construction on the north side of the station that will include several
new, private streets connecting to Ager Road. On the south side of the station, longterm plans call for extending Hamilton Street and Jamestown Road, and providing
additional street connections between Ager Road and Queens Chapel Road. Hyattsville
should work with WMATA, PG DPWT and future developers to incorporate new
street connections with short blocks and frequent crossings.
•

Project: Conduct feasibility study to assess the viability of establishing a shuttle
service between the Metro Stations and the Arts District. The big data analysis and

public input clearly indicated the high travel demand between these areas in the city.
The City should evaluate the financial and operational feasibility of establishing a shuttle
service between these destinations.
Strategy 8: Integrate trails into the local transportation network.
• Project: Install pedestrian/bicycle actuated traffic control devices on the Northwest
Branch Trail where it crosses major streets, including Queens Chapel Road and
38th Street, and East-West Highway. These devices give people traveling on foot or

bike a safe way to cross busy roads. These intersections should be analyzed either for
rectangular rapid flashing beacon or High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal,
also known as a pedestrian hybrid beacon.
Strategy 9: Review Parking Policy and Adopt New Regulations.
• Project: Tiered residential permit parking fees. In some cases – one household may

•

•

be responsible for many of the cars parked on a street. Some cities have tiered
residential parking permit programs wherein the first one or two parking permits are
free, or very low cost. However, additional permits increase in cost (e.g. $10 for first
permit, $20 for second permit, $30 for third permit).
Project: Expand residential parking permit zones. Streets near schools and
multifamily buildings often experience overflow parking from these uses. The City
should evaluate the extents of current parking districts and expand them where parking
congestion is an issue.
Project: Evaluate Hyattsville Middle School parking impacts. The City should work
with PGCPS and Hyattsville Middle School leadership to determine if overflow parking
from the school is exacerbating parking congestion on nearby streets. If this is a
problem, work with the PGCPS and the school to address the issue through
Transportation Demand Management programs that encourage use of transit,
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•

•

•

•

carpooling, walking or biking, and other strategies to reduce people driving alone to the
school. Longer term, it may be appropriate to expand the school’s parking lot.
Project: Install metered parking (42nd Place only). As the number of businesses on
southern Rhode Island Avenue increases, there will be increased demand for parking. In
the short term, consider extending the two-hour parking distance further north on 42nd
Place, and extending the hours beyond 6pm if evening parking congestions remains an
issue. This could be coupled with free parking for permitted residents. As new
businesses open and parking demand increases, consider metered parking with
automated pay stations as has been implemented in some of the City’s public lots.
Project: Improve wayfinding and connections to city parking lots. Better wayfinding
that directs visitors to the City’s existing parking lots can reduce impacts on
neighborhood streets. Additionally, better wayfinding and improved pathways between
city parking lots and commercial destinations will encourage more people to ‘park and
walk.’ Improvements include pedestrian-scale lighting, managing vegetation, signage
directing people to destinations, art along the pathways, etc.
Project: Parking Lot Districts in commercial areas. The growth and success of
Hyattsville’s commercial districts while undoubtedly lead to increased demand for
vehicle parking, which can in turn create issues on nearby residential streets. The City
should consider establishing one or more Parking Lot Districts (PLDs) wherein
resources are pooled to create centralized parking solutions, including surface or
structured parking lots, valet services and even parking shuttles. PLDs can be funded in
a variety of ways- including parking revenues, business contributions, and fee payments
in lieu of providing required onsite parking. PLDs can help small lot and infill
developments meet parking requirements without sacrificing limited onsite space.
Project: General Considerations. Any changes to the City’s parking regulations and
programs should be accompanied with extensive outreach and education. Parking can
be a very sensitive issue for residents and businesses, and it is important that any
changes are implemented methodically and with ample communication. Furthermore
anything that involves regulatory changes should be implemented with a warning period
for the first weeks before any tickets or fines are issued.
Administrative costs and increased workload should also be considered. Expanding the
City’s parking permit program will require additional staff time to process applications.
Increasing the amount of regulated parking (i.e. permitted, metered) will increase the
enforcement workload as well.
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Project Recommendations
The comprehensive data collection and analysis, as well as several rounds of public engagement
conducted as part of this Study, identified several key multimodal mobility challenges within
Hyattsville. This ranged from lack of adequate pedestrian facilities around schools, opportunities
to improve multimodal circulation throughout the City, opportunities to improve bicycle travel
within the City, lack of consistent wayfinding signs, and the opportunity to establish shuttle
service. The table below lists the all of the recommended projects for this Study. A map of the
recommended projects can be found in Exhibit 10.

Exhibit 9: Project Recommendations
Project
ID

Category

Project Name

BB-1

Bike boulevard

Jefferson Street Bike Blvd
(40th Ave to Trolley Trail)

BB-2

Bike boulevard

BB-3

Bike boulevard

BB-4

Bike boulevard

40th/41st Avenue Bike
Blvd

BB-5

Bike boulevard

Oglethorpe Street Bike
Blvd

BP-1

Bicycle/
pedestrian
actuators

NW Branch Trail Crossing
at 38th Street

BP-2
CC-1

Bicycle/
pedestrian
actuators
Circulation
change

Nicholson Street Bike
Blvd (Ager Rd to 40th
Avenue)
Jamestown Road Bike
Blvd (Ager Rd to Oliver
Rd)

NW Branch Trail Crossing
at Queens Chapel Road
Hamilton Street two-way
conversion at Route 1
Hamilton Street two-way
conversion at 42nd
Avenue

CC-2

Circulation
change

CC-3

Circulation
change

Farragut Street two-way
conversion

CC-4

Circulation
change

Jefferson Street two-way
or reversal

CC-5

Circulation
change

Oglethorpe Street twoway conversion
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Description
Designate and design as bike boulevard
to improve east-west bicycle
connectivity
Designate and design as bike boulevard
to improve east-west bicycle
connectivity
Designate and design as bike boulevard
as alternate to bicycling on Queens
Chapel Road
Designate and design as bike boulevard
to connect Magruder Park to East-West
Highway and beyond
Designate and design as bike boulevard
to improve east-west bicycle
connectivity
Install Rectangular Rapid Flashing
Beacon (RRFB), raised crossing, or High
Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK)
signal
Redesign to reduce crossing distance
and install a High Intensity Activated
Crosswalk (HAWK) signal
Convert to two-way from 43rd Ave to
Route 1
Convert to two-way from 40th Avenue to
42nd Avenue
Convert to two-way from 42nd Avenue
to access the Prince George’s County
Services Complex
Convert to two-way or reverse the oneway from 35th Avenue to Queens Chapel
Road
Convert to two-way from 42nd Place to
44th Avenue

Relevant
Strategy
5
5
5
5
5

8

8
4
4
4
4
4
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ID

Category

Project Name

CC-6

Circulation
change

Jamestown Road twoway conversion

I-1

Intersection

Route 1, Route 1-Alt &
Hamilton Street (south)
Improvement

I-2

Intersection

40th Avenue, Gallatin
Street, & Hamilton St.
Roundabout

I-3

Intersection

East-West Highway &
Toledo Terrace
Improvement

I-4

Intersection

I-5

Intersection

I-6

Intersection

I-7

Intersection

I-8

Intersection

Queens Chapel Road &
Queensbury RoadBelcrest Road

I-9

Intersection

Route 1 and Farragut
Street Reconfiguration

I-10

Intersection

Ager Road & Hamilton
Street Reconfiguration

MU-1

Multiuse path

MU-2

Multiuse path

MU-3

Multiuse path

12/21/2018

East-West Highway &
Editor’s Park Drive
Improvement
East-West Highway &
Belcrest Road
improvement
East-West Highway,
Queens Chapel Road, &
Adelphi Rd
Improvements
East-West Highway &
Route 1 Improvement

East-West Highway
Multiuse Path (Toledo
Terrace to 23rd Avenue)
East-West Highway
Multiuse Path (Toledo
Terrace to Adelphi Road)
Northwestern High
School Multiuse Trail
Connection

Description
Convert to two-way from 31st Avenue to
Lancer Drive
Redesign intersection to add SBLT lane
and new WBTH movement. Consider
converting the signal at Hamilton St
(north) intersection to stop-controlled
to improve north-south vehicular flow
in the area
Install roundabout to improve traffic
flow, safety, and gateway treatment to
City's core
Restripe SB and NB approaches to
provide separate LT and shared TH-RT
lanes. Remove WBRT lane to reduce
pedestrian crossing distance
Consider removing EBRT lane due to low
turning volume and to reduce
pedestrian crossing distance
Consider reconfiguring to exclusive dual
NBLT and single SBLT lanes to improve
vehicular operation
Consider realigning the NS approaches
to intersect at closer to 90° and provide
exclusive NBLT and SBLT lanes to
improve vehicular operation
Consider providing dual westbound leftturn lanes
Consider restricting movement to rightin/right-out/left-in as the last option to
reduce cut-through traffic on
Queensbury Road
Consider consolidating two eastbound
lanes to one to reduce pedestrian
crossing distance.
Consider reconfiguring WB approach to
shared LT-TH and TH-RT lanes due to
low through volume and to reduce
pedestrian crossing distance
Install multi-use trail on north side
instead of bike lanes, eliminate
continuous right turn lane
Install multi-use trail on north side
instead of bike lanes, eliminate
continuous right turn lane
Construct multiuse path between
Northwestern HS fields and Toledo
Terrace or Belcrest Road, or through
future Landy Property development

Relevant
Strategy
4

6

6

6

6
6

6
6
6

6

6

5
5

5
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ID

Category

MU-4

Multiuse path

MU-5

Multiuse path

Project Name

Relevant
Strategy

Calverton Drive to Dean
Drive

Construct multiuse path between
Calverton Drive and Dean Drive

5

Toledo Terrace to
Heurich Park Road
Connection

Study routes for the new multiuse path
connection to improve local circulation
and reduce congestion on East-West
Hwy. A portion of this connection would
lie outside the City limits and requires
coordination with Prince George’s
County

5

Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area

7

Editors Park Drive
Connection from EastWest Highway to Toledo
Road
Freedom Way
Connection from Toledo
Terrace to Belcrest Road
38th Street extension
from current terminus to
Queens Chapel Rd &
Manorwood Dr.
Oliver Street extension
from 43rd Avenue to
42nd Place
New street network
around the West
Hyattsville Metro station
America Boulevard
between East-West
Highway and Queens
Chapel Road
America Boulevard
extension from Toledo
Road to Belcrest Road
Toledo Terrace extension
between Belcrest Road
and Adelphi Road
Sentinel Drive between
Editors Park Drive and
Prince George's Plaza
Metro entrance

NS-1

New street

NS-2

New street

NS-3

New street

NS-4

New street

NS-5

New street

NS-6

New street

NS-7

New street

NS-8

New street

NS-9

New street

P-1

Parking

Parking Policy Revision

PC-1

Pedestrian
crossings

Crosswalk at Jefferson
Street and Baltimore
Avenue

PC-2

Pedestrian
crossings

Citywide pedestrian
improvements
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Description

Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area
Construct two lane roadway with
sidewalks to alleviate traffic on
Nicholson St and 40th Ave and improve
local connection
Construction two lane roadway with
sidewalks to assist with traffic
circulation in the neighborhood
Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area
Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area
Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area
Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area
Build future Complete Street grid
network as part of any future
redevelopment of the area
Review City Parking Policies and Adopt
New Regulations
Install a crosswalk at the northern leg of
the intersection of Baltimore Avenue
with Jefferson Street
Install curb extensions, high-visibility
crosswalks, Rectangular Rapid Flashing
Beacon (RRFB), pedestrian hybrid
beacons, where appropriate

7

1

1
7
7

7
7

7
9
3

1
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ID

Category

Project Name

PP-1

Pedestrian
plaza

33rd Avenue to Editors
Park Drive Plaza

PP-2

Pedestrian
plaza

McClanahan Park

SBL-1

Separated bike
lanes

Adelphi Road Separated
Bike Lanes

SBL-2

Separated bike
lanes

Belcrest Road Separated
Bike Lanes

SBL-3

Separated bike
lanes

Toledo Terrace Separated
Bike Lanes

R-1

Reconstruction

Hamilton Street
Complete Street Design
and Construction

R-2

Reconstruction

S-1

Sidewalk
installation

Toledo Road Complete
Street Design and
Construction
East-West Highway to
mall at Editors Park Drive

S-2

Sidewalk
installation

34th Avenue to Middle
School Ped Connection

S-3

Sidewalk
installation

38th Avenue Sidewalk
from Hamilton Street to
Northwest Branch Trail

S-4

Sidewalk
installation

Oliver Street Ped
connection to Orem
Middle School

S-5

Sidewalk
installation

S-6

Sidewalk
installation

S-7

Sidewalk
installation

S-8

Sidewalk
installation

SS-1

Streetscape

12/21/2018

41st Avenue Sidewalk
from Nicholson Street to
Oglethorpe Street
42nd Place to 42nd Ave
Ped Connection near
Macaroy Street
Maryhurst Drive Sidewalk
installation
Oliver Street Sidewalk
between 42nd Avenue
and 43rd Avenue
Various streets

Description
Construct public plaza connection
between 33rd Avenue and East-West
Highway
Construct plaza/wider sidewalk/trail
from Jamestown Rd to Prince George's
Plaza Metro station at McClanahan Park
Install Separated Bike Lanes (or multiuse trail) from East West Highway to
city limit
Install Separated Bike Lanes (or multiuse
path) from Adelphi Rd to Queens Chapel
Rd)
Install Separated Bike Lanes from
Belcrest Rd to EW Highway
Work with the State to redesign as a
Complete Street to enhance east-west
connection for people traveling on foot
or bike from West Hyattsville Metro to
Magruder Park and the Arts District
Design and build Complete Street from
Adelphi Road to Toledo Place
Work with developer to create
accessible entrance to mall
Install accessible pathway connecting
Nicholas Orem Middle School to 34th
Avenue

Relevant
Strategy
1
1
5
5
5

2

2
3
3

Install missing sidewalk (could require
additional ROW on either side)

3

Build accessible path to Oliver Street
behind baseball field connecting to
existing stairs, ROW exists on south side
for a new path

3

Construct new sidewalk

3

Consider building pathway connecting
42nd Place to First Baptist Church

3

Install new sidewalk on the south side
of Maryhurst Drive

3

Construct sidewalk within the existing
ROW

3

Strengthen the pedestrian environment
by widening sidewalks, installing street
furniture, improving lighting,
discouraging the use of slip lanes and
right turn only lanes

3
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Project
ID

Category

Project Name

Description
Update the current program in the
municipal code to include specific
guidance on volume and speed
thresholds
Install curb extension on the NW corner
of 38th St/ Jefferson St intersection and
other measures to discourage cutthrough traffic

Relevant
Strategy

TC-1

Traffic calming

Revamp the traffic
calming program

TC-2

Traffic calming

3700 Block of Jefferson
Street Traffic Calming

TC-3

Traffic calming

Queensbury Road Traffic
Calming

Install traffic calming devices to
discourage cut-through traffic

3

TS-1

Traffic signal

Install traffic signal to improve
operation and safety for all users

6

TS-2

Traffic signal

Install traffic signal to improve
operation and safety for all users

6

TS-3

Traffic signal

TS-4

Traffic signal

TS-5

Traffic signal

TS-6

Traffic signal

Ager Road and Lancer
Drive Traffic signal
Queens Chapel Road and
Nicholson Street Traffic
Signal
Ager Road and Nicholson
Street Traffic Signal
Queens Chapel Road and
Lancer Drive Traffic Signal
East-West Highway and
America Boulevard Traffic
Signal
Route 1 Alternate and
Armentrout Drive Traffic
Signal

WF-1

Wayfinding

Wayfinding Overhaul

Conduct signal warrant analysis and
improve pedestrian safety
Install traffic signal to improve
operation and safety for all users

3

3

6
6

Potential future signal as part of area
redevelopment

6

Install traffic signal to improve
operation and safety for all users

6

Install new wayfinding signs on bicycle
boulevards and major destinations

5

EB: Eastbound; WB: Westbound; NB: Northbound; SB: Southbound; LT: Left-Turn; RT: Right-Turn; TH: Through
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Exhibit 10: Map of Recommended Projects
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7. Implementation
There are several important transportation projects across the City of Hyattsville that would
have a meaningful impact on accessibility, mobility, and quality of life. However, the City cannot
build everything all at once, and must invest wisely in projects that can have the largest impact
while effectively addressing stated goals. Many of the improvements will require coordination
with other parties including SHA, Prince George’s DPWT, and private developers/property
owners. To find the projects that the City should place emphasis on, each of the 66
recommended projects were ranked on a 23-point scale, using the following metrics based on
the six Speak Up! HVL goals. Each metric was allocated a point on 1-5 scale based on its
compatibility with the Study’s vision, with 5 being the highest point. These metrics are:
1. Improve safety on major roads. Projects that meet this requirement will make it
safer for people travel within the City by a variety of modes. (4 points)
2. Safer connectivity for pedestrians. Projects that meet this requirement will improve
access for people traveling on foot, with an emphasis on completing missing links in the
sidewalk and trail network and improving crossings of busy roads. (5 points)
3. Improve traffic flow within neighborhoods. Projects that meet this requirement
will reduce the number of circuitous local trips that add unnecessary traffic on residential
streets, while creating new opportunities for people on foot or bike to make short trips
safely and comfortably. (3 points)
4. Strengthen connectivity for cyclists. Projects that meet this requirement will
improve access for people traveling by bicycle, with an emphasis on completing missing
links in the bicycling network and improving crossings of busy roads. (5 points)
5. Support the Metro stations and Gateway Arts District. Projects that meet this
requirement will support pedestrian-, bicycle-, and transit-friendly development in the
City’s three activity centers, by making it easier to travel to and from them without a car.
An emphasis is placed on projects within a half-mile of the West Hyattsville Metro
station, Prince George’s Plaza Metro station, and Gateway Arts District. (4 points)
6. Support sustainable growth. Projects that support metrics 2, 4, and 5 will receive an
extra point for supporting environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable
development within the City. (2 points).
This system can be used by the City in the future to rate other transportation projects that
arise, allowing officials to make wise decisions about which investments to make.

Top scoring projects
The following projects scored towards the top of the list for transportation investments. These
projects address the City’s sustainability goals, as well as significant travel issues that residents,
workers, and visitors currently face. They can impact many people’s access and mobility within
the City within a short period of time.

12/21/2018

46

Hyattsville Transportation Study
Final Report

I-1

Intersection

I-2

Intersection

MU-1

Multiuse Path

MU-2

Multiuse Path

MU-5

Multiuse Path

PP-1

Pedestrian
Plaza

TS-1

Sustainable growth

BP-2

Support Metro/Arts
District

Bike/Ped
Crossing
Bike/Ped
Crossing

BP-1

Hamilton Street Complete Street Design and
Construction
NW Branch Trail Crossing at 38th Street (MD
208) south of Gaines Alley
NW Branch Trail Crossing at Queens Chapel
Road (MD 500) south of Jamestown Road
Route 1, Route 1-Alt & Hamilton Street
(south) Improvement
40th Avenue, Gallatin Street, & Hamilton St.
Roundabout
East-West Highway Multiuse Path (Toledo
Terrace to 23rd Avenue)
East-West Highway Multiuse Path (Toledo
Terrace to Adelphi Road)
Toledo Terrace to Heurich Park Road
Connection

Strengthen
connectivity for cyclists

Reconstruction

Project Name

Traffic flow in
neighborhoods

R-1

Category

Safe connectivity for
pedestrians

Project
ID

Improve safety on
major roads

Speak Up HVL!
Priorities

Exhibit 11: Top 20 Scored Projects

4

5

3

5

4

2

Total
Points

√

√

√

√

√

√

23

√

√

√

√

√

20

√

√

√

√

√

20

√

√

√

√

√

20

√

√

√

√

√

20

√

√

√

√

√

20

√

√

√

√

√

20

√

√

√

√

√

20

33rd Avenue to Editors Park Drive Plaza

√

√

√

√

√

19

Traffic signal

Ager Road and Lancer Drive Traffic signal

√

√

√

√

√

19

TC-1

Traffic Calming

Revamp the traffic calming program

√

√

√

√

17

TC-2

Traffic Calming

3700 Block of Jefferson Street Traffic
Calming

√

√

√

√

17

TC-3

Traffic Calming

Queensbury Road Traffic Calming

√

√

√

√

17

TS-2

Traffic signal

Queens Chapel Road and Nicholson Street
Traffic Signal

√

√

√

√

17

TS-3

Traffic signal

Ager Road and Nicholson Street Traffic Signal

√

√

√

√

17

TS-4

Traffic signal

√

√

√

√

17

BB-1

Bike boulevard

√

√

√

PP-2

Pedestrian
Plaza

√

√

√

R-2

Reconstruction

√

√

S-1

Sidewalk
installation

√

√
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Queens Chapel Road and Lancer Drive Traffic
Signal
Jefferson Street or Gallatin Street Bike Blvd
(40th Ave to Trolley Trail)

√

Jamestown Road Plaza
Toledo Road Complete Street Design and
Construction
East-West Highway to Mall at Editors Park
Drive

√

√

16
√

16

√

16

√

16
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Sequential Action Plan
Planning, obtaining funding and implementing projects from design to construction require a
considerable level of effort from City Staff. This report aims to provide the City with the
information to make educated decisions not only about what to implement, but how to
implement.
The top 20 projects that will have the most impact on the City of Hyattsville and help reach the
transportation goals are listed and ranked above in Exhibit 10. The ranking should serve as
guidance for the City, and the projects should be implemented as groups if geographically
practical and if funding allows. A planning level cost estimate for each recommended priority
project is included in Appendix D of the report. A planning level cost estimate is essential for
budgeting City funds toward these projects and for informing negotiations with future land
developers.
Several projects, specifically the new street projects, are intended to be implemented as a part
of future development. With these projects, the City can be specific in discussion with future
developers and ensure that their development plan accommodates City’s recommended
projects. The earlier and clearer the request, the more likely a developer can include it in their
plan. The new streets are not the only projects that can be implemented by developers. Other
projects that are on or adjacent to their site may be negotiated into their project with their
preliminary plan approvals. Often the new development will warrant the addition of a traffic
signal and new signal priority projects should be give precedence. This can be especially
important on projects that require SHA and DPW&T approval. The developer’s experience in
these areas can be very valuable. The recommended projects in this transportation plan aim to
make Hyattsville a more vibrant and active City which in-turn makes developers properties
more profitable.
However, the City cannot solely rely on developers to fund and implement all of the changes
that will meet the transportation goals and vision for the City. Development is controlled by
the market and although collaboration can be mutually beneficial, the City loses control over
the timeline of design and construction. The City will need to implement projects through their
Capital Improvement Programs and apply for additional funding through grants. A planning level
cost estimate has been prepared for each recommended project and is included in Appendix D.
When implementing projects, it may make sense for the City to consider grouping projects by
project type, by geography, or by corridor (or some combination of the three). Similarly, there
may be occasions where two or more projects must be implemented simultaneously or in close
succession to achieve full benefit and functionality. The following table, Exhibit 12, provides a
proposed grouping of projects for the sequential action plan. Projects with the same Group
Number in the first column make sense to be implemented as a package of projects, rather
than in isolation. This proposed grouping does not preclude the City from taking other
approaches (e.g. completing all sidewalk installation projects as part of one City-wide contract)
and should be revisited from time to time to confirm the groupings still make sense.
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Exhibit 12: Suggested Project Groups
Groups
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

11

Project
ID
R-1

Category
Reconstruction

Project Name
Hamilton Street Complete Street Design and Construction

I-10

Intersection

Ager Road & Hamilton Street Reconfiguration

I-3

Intersection

East-West Highway & Toledo Terrace Improvement

MU-5

Toledo Terrace to Heurich Park Road Connection

SBL-3

Multiuse path
Separated Bike
Lanes

BP-1

Bike/Ped Crossing

BP-2

Bike/Ped Crossing

CC-1

Circulation Change

NW Branch Trail Crossing at 38th Street (MD 208) south of Gaines Alley
NW Branch Trail Crossing at Queens Chapel Road (MD 500) south of
Jamestown Road
Hamilton Street two-way conversion at Route 1

CC-2

Circulation Change

Hamilton Street two-way conversion at 42nd Avenue

CC-3

Circulation Change

Farragut Street two-way conversion

I-1

Intersection

Route 1, Route 1-Alt & Hamilton Street Improvement

I-9

Intersection

Route 1 and Farragut Street Reconfiguration

I-2

Intersection

40th Avenue, Gallatin Street, & Hamilton St. Roundabout

TS-6

Traffic signal

Route 1 Alternate and Armentrout Drive Traffic Signal

I-4

Intersection

East-West Highway, Queens Chapel Road, & Adelphi Rd Improvements

MU-1

Multiuse Path

East-West Highway Multiuse Path (Toledo Terrace to 23rd Avenue)

MU-2

Multiuse Path

East-West Highway Multiuse Path (Toledo Terrace to Adelphi Road)

PP-1

Pedestrian Plaza

33rd Avenue to Editors Park Drive Plaza

PP-2

Pedestrian Plaza

NS-10

New street

Jamestown Road Plaza
Sentinel Drive between Editors Park Drive and Prince George's Plaza
Metro entrance

NS-6

New street

New street network around the West Hyattsville Metro station

TS-1

Traffic signal

Ager Road and Lancer Drive Traffic signal

TS-4
CC-4

Traffic signal
Circulation change

Queens Chapel Road and Lancer Drive Traffic Signal
Jefferson Street two-way or reversal

TC-1

Traffic Calming

Revamp the traffic calming program

TC-2

Traffic Calming

3700 Block of Jefferson Street Traffic Calming

TC-3

Traffic Calming

Queensbury Road Traffic Calming

TS-2

Traffic signal

Queens Chapel Road and Nicholson Street Traffic Signal

BB-2

Bike boulevard

Nicholson Street Bike Blvd from Ager Rd to 40th Ave

BB-3
CC-6

Bike boulevard
Circulation change

Jamestown Road Bike Blvd from Ager Rd to Oliver Rd
Jamestown Road two-way conversion

S-7

Sidewalk installation

Maryhurst Drive Sidewalk installation

TS-3

Traffic signal

Ager Road and Nicholson Street Traffic Signal
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Groups

12

13

14

Project
ID

16

17
18
19
20
21

Project Name

BB-1

Bike boulevard

Jefferson Street or Gallatin Street Bike Blvd (40th Ave to Trolley Trail)

BB-4

Bike boulevard

40th/41st Avenue Bike Blvd

BB-5
CC-5

Bike boulevard
Circulation change

Oglethorpe Street Bike Blvd
Oglethorpe Street two-way conversion

PC-1

Pedestrian crossings

Crosswalk at Jefferson Street and Baltimore Avenue

S-3

Sidewalk installation

38th Avenue Sidewalk from Hamilton St to Northwest Branch Trail

S-5

Sidewalk installation

41st Avenue Sidewalk from Nicholson Street to Oglethorpe St

S-6

Sidewalk installation

42nd Place to 42nd Ave Ped Connection near Macaroy Street

S-8

Sidewalk installation

Oliver Street Sidewalk between 42nd Avenue and 43rd Avenue

NS-2

New street

Editors Park Drive Connection from East-West Highway to Toledo Road

NS-3

New street

Freedom Way Connection from Toledo Terrace to Belcrest Road

R-2

Reconstruction

Toledo Road Complete Street Design and Construction

S-1

Sidewalk installation

East-West Highway to mall at Editors Park Drive

NS-9

New street

Toledo Terrace extension between Belcrest Road and Adelphi Road

NS-8

New street

America Boulevard extension from Toledo Road to Belcrest Road

I-5

East-West Highway & Belcrest Road improvement

SBL-2

Intersection
Separated Bike
Lanes
Separated Bike
Lanes

I-7

Intersection

East-West Highway & Route 1 Improvement

NS-7

New street

America Boulevard between East-West Highway and Queens Chapel Road

I-6

Intersection

East-West Highway, Queens Chapel Road, & Adelphi Rd Improvements

I-8

Intersection

Queens Chapel Road & Queensbury Road-Belcrest Road

TS-5

Traffic signal

NS-4

New street

East-West Highway and America Boulevard Traffic Signal
38th Street extension from current terminus to Queens Chapel Rd &
Manorwood Dr.

NS-5

New street

Oliver Street extension from 43rd Avenue to 42nd Place

MU-3

Multiuse Path

Northwestern High School Multiuse Trail Connection

MU-4

Multiuse Path

Calverton Drive to Dean Drive multiuse path

S-2

Sidewalk installation

34th Avenue to Middle School Ped Connection

S-4

Sidewalk installation

Oliver Street Ped connection to NO Middle School

PC-1

Pedestrian Crossings

Citywide pedestrian improvements

SS-1

Streetscape

Various streets

WF-1

Wayfinding

Wayfinding Overhaul

SBL-1

15

Category

12/21/2018

Adelphi Road Separated Bike Lanes
Belcrest Road Separated Bike Lanes

50

Hyattsville Transportation Study
Final Report

Implementation Strategy
To implement the various projects, the Study recommends that the City partake in the
following approaches:
Establish quarterly working session with SHA, DPW&T and other implementing agencies
As many of the major projects within Hyattsville are on facilities owned by regional entities, it is
important to establish regular meetings with the agencies to ensure that the priorities identified
by the City are included in their annual projects. Working with implementing agencies early in
the process allows the project scope of work to address Hyattsville concerns. For example, any
future project on East-West Highway in Hyattsville should evaluate the feasibility to build multiuse path along the corridor, as identified by this Study.
Identify Initial Projects to Implement
Of the top 20 projects listed in Exhibit11, depending on the funds available, identify handful of
projects to implement in the next few budget cycles. It should be noted that some of the
projects may benefit from collaboration between different departments in order to pool funds
allocated to the departments. For example, Community and Economic Development
Department may be interested to be part of updating wayfinding signs that will help improve
the streetscape.
Once the project has been identified, review the recommended project list in Exhibit 10 to
identify projects that are in the same geography which may benefit from economies of scale for
being included in the project. For example, if a new traffic signal project is approved, including
sidewalks or wayfinding signs within a block of the location will ensure the best and most
optimal use of scarce public resources.
Identify Priority Area to Implement in Alternate Budget Cycle
The City currently has several programs in the Capital Improvement Plan, including sidewalk
and roadway improvement, ADA compliance, lighting improvements, and residential signage,
among others. While these funds are essential to address critical infrastructure needs in all
areas of the City, it might be more impactful to focus the implementation of the funds in
priority areas of the City in alternate budget cycle. The priority area may be established by
evaluating the total need of the area versus the availability of funds for the budget cycle. This
method of fund allocation allows regular maintenance of other areas of the City to occur in
budget cycle when the funds are not allocated to the priority areas.
Enhance Existing Annual Sidewalk Improvement Program
Based on extensive sidewalk deficiencies identified in the Study, Hyattsville can provide more
funding to improve existing sidewalks and meet ADA and state requirements. In order to meet
the sustainability goals of the City, the sidewalk improvement program should be enhanced to
include streetscape and stormwater improvement such that the livability of the project area is
improved.
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8. Conclusion
Over the past year, the Study Team has worked with community members and City of
Hyattsville officials and staff to develop a vision for a place where streets are not simply a way
to get through the City, but an opportunity to enrich the daily life of the City’s residents,
businesses, and visitors. Through extensive public input, research, data collection, and analysis,
the Study Team identified the transportation challenges facing the City, including gaps in the
pedestrian and bicycle network that make it difficult to walk or bike, delays from congestion at
major intersections during rush hour, concerns with high-speed cut-through traffic on local
streets, and a need for better wayfinding to provide clear direction to travelers and visitors.
From this, the Study Team identified a list of goals for improving the transportation system,
building upon the vision laid out by the Speak Up HVL! Community Sustainability Plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve safety along major roads
Enhance and increase safe connectivity for pedestrians
Improve traffic flow within neighborhoods
Strengthen connectivity for cyclists
Support development around the Metro stations and Gateway Arts District
Support environmentally friendly, sustainable growth

These six goals form the basis for a set of strategies that will guide the City as it further invests
in its transportation system. These strategies will help the City determine what projects to fund
and construct, which transportation modes to prioritize in each location or setting, and
articulate its transportation needs to the County and State, which are responsible for some of
the larger roads within City limits. These strategies were used to create a list of 66 projects
that the City can execute in the coming years. A 23-point scale, using metrics derived from the
six Speak Up HVL! Goals, was created to rank each of these projects, producing a list of 20 top
priority projects that could have a transformative impact on travel in Hyattsville.
This Study will serve as a guide to shaping and investing in Hyattsville’s transportation system in
the coming years. It will help the City build a transportation system that works for everyone,
regardless of age, mobility, or transportation mode. It will help the City support anticipated
growth and investment, improve and maintain existing transportation infrastructure, carry out
new projects, and determine priorities for the next twenty years. Additionally, it will affirm the
City’s goals to become a more socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable place.
This Study reflects a broader, nationwide shift in rethinking the way people move, considering
all modes of transportation, not just moving automobiles, and casting our public streets as
places where people can play a more active role in their community. With these
recommendations in hand, the City can work with Prince George’s County, the State of
Maryland, and other entities to make the right investments in its transportation system. Finally,
this Study also allows Hyattsville to accommodate future growth, and the transportation
challenges that come with it, in a way that enriches existing communities while supporting the
creation of new places that people will love and cherish.
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