RAIN CHECK REBATE PROGRAM

residents, businesses, and non-profits can apply for cash rebates
by adopting stormwater management practices that improve the
quality of the County’s waterways while beautifying our

ENVIRONMENT communities.

\ Through the Rain Check Rebate Program, Prince George’s County
,\

Apply for a rebate today by visiting http://www.cbtrust.org/PrinceGeorgesRainCheck

What is Stormwater and Why is it a Big Deal?

Stormwater is rain or melted snow that runs off roofs, driveways, and the land. Gutters and pipes collect and move stormwater to
the street where it is carried into the storm drain system and into local streams. As it flows, stormwater picks up pollutants and
carries them into our waterways. The large volume of runoff and the pollutants it carries can have many harmful effects such as:

e Bacteria and other pathogens create health hazards for people and wildlife.

e Debris (such as plastic bags, six-pack rings, and cigarette butts) can choke and kill aquatic life such as ducks, fish, turtles,
and birds.

e  Excess nutrients cause algae blooms that can destroy wildlife habitats and impact recreational opportunities.

These stormwater pollutants damage aquatic communities and other environmental resources, threaten human health, restrict
recreational opportunities, and cost taxpayers money to clean up.

Consider the Following Techniques to Help Reduce Stormwater

Rain Barrels: When It Rains, It Stores Cisterns: An Old Technique for a Modern Problem
A rain barrel collects and stores rainwater to be used — (isterns collect and store rain water to be used for
later for activities such as lawn and garden watering, =1 later activities. Larger than rain barrels, cisterns
car washing, and window cleaning. Rain barrels i have capacities ranging from 100 gallons to
reduce stormwater runoff, recharge groundwater, several thousand gallons and can collect from

reduce your water bill, and revive your landscape. several downspouts from one building or from
multiple roofs. Cisterns can be above ground,
partially buried, or below ground.
Planting Trees Grows Big Benefits

(Y Trees help regulate stormwater runoff and reduce the
¢ risk of flooding. Trees also give shelter to wildlife, Permeable Pavement: Hardscape That is “Soft” on
f muffle noise, add beauty, provide privacy, and Rainwater
increase property values. Unlike conventional walks and patios,

y 0 permeable pavement lets rainfall seep through
(%9 the soil underneath, where pollutants can be
Rain Gardens Manage Stormwater Beautifully filtered out. A variety of permeable pavement
e Like a cupped hand, a rain garden’s shallow depression options are available.
ﬁ"!ﬁ collects rainfall so it can soak into the soil where
#, 4 pollutants are filtered out.
o Green Roofs: Green Building from the Top Down
A green roof is a low-maintenance, vegetated

Pavement Removal: “Unpaving” Our Way to a Better Bay b roof system that stores rainwater in a
Paved areas speed runoff toward the nearest stream, é lightweight soil medium. The stored water is
quickly delivering pollutants to our waterways. taken up by the plants on the rooftop and
Replacing paved areas with planted areas helps slow released back into the atmosphere through
T the runoff down, spread it out, and soak it into the transpiration. Green roofs save energy, improve air
ground, where pollutants can be filtered out. quality, and last longer than conventional roofs.

Not sure which practices will work in your yard? Visit the Rain Check Rebate Program website at
http://www.cbtrust.org/PrinceGeorgesRainCheck where you can download guidelines for each of the practices.
For more information contact Natalia Sanchez at the Chesapeake Bay Trust at (410) 974-2941 ext.114 or
nsanchez@cbtrust.org



http://www.cbtrust.org/PrinceGeorgesRainCheck

